                                             Teen Trip to SLINP 

                                                           By Elise Wallis

For all those who didn’t attend the September 10th Teen trip to St. Lawrence Islands National Park (SLINP) you missed out on a great time! It was a beautiful sunny day, breezy. We arrived at the Park at 10am to meet with Marianne, one of the naturalists at the park. We learned about the unique location of the Park, and how it was in the range for many migrating species as well as learning the effects of climate change upon the area. Then we met Willow, the Black Rat Snake. We each got a chance to hold her, and learn the characteristics of Black Rat Snakes, and how they differ from other species (did you know they can imitate a rattle snake by moving their tail on dry leaves, even if they have never seen a rattlesnake before?). We also did an exercise on how to determine the population of deer (and by extension, other animals as well) in an area. We set up a plot, counted…deer droppings (made of chocolate of course- apparently they were tasty, but I couldn’t say from personal experience). And after lunch, what everybody came there for- geo-cashing! First, we performed an exercise with the GPS’s finding small landmarks (and answering natural history questions), and then found the geo-cash hidden in the area. That one was hard to find. I won’t tell you where it is, though so that you’ll have to go and find it for yourself. Unfortunately, we didn’t have time to look for the geo-cashes on the trails, but overall it was a lovely afternoon well spent. If the Teen Naturalists ever do another geo-cashing trip, I really encourage you to go.
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