Owl Banding at Prince Edward Point Bird Observatory - September 2011
Margaret Beckett

On Friday September 14th I went owl banding with the Kingston Teen Naturalists. After the long drive and the Glenora Ferry, we arrived at the observatory. We then took a hike down to the old lighthouse where the field naturalists used to band birds. By the time we were back it was dark enough to be able to set up the nets. But when we returned all the nets were up and another bander explained what they had done. We were joined at the site by David, the head bander. There were ten nets placed strategically around a vocal lure, an audio player that played the call of the male Saw-whet Owl. We waited for an hour and went back to the nets and found we had caught one. They banded her and took measurements and then allowed me to release her. We were surprised that when they put her wing under ultraviolet light it glowed pink. Our group looked at her and were astounded by how human she looked. For all the birds banded that night she looked most human. She was smaller than I expected but a sturdy bird. In total we caught 22 birds that night, according to the website. Each and every one was astounding. We all had a chance to let them go and were taught the bander's grip to hold them. An amazing experience overall.
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