Arthur Nature Reserve Cleanup

by: Alison Zilstra

On October 16th, the Kingston Teen Naturalists went to the Arthur Nature Reserve, a property owned by the Land Conservancy for Kingston, Frontenac, Lennox and Addington.  The teen members on the trip were Adam, Adrian, and Alison, who were led by Anne Robertson and John Poland   It was a warm, sunny day which made the trip all the more enjoyable.  Our job was to take down a small, metal shed, disassemble a rotting picnic table, and fill in a large hole in the ground.  Those tasks were completed in about an hour, at which point we took a break for lunch.

We picked the perfect lunch spot by the lake that was sheltered from the wind and in the sun, where all we could hear was the rustling of the leaves and the gentle lapping of the waves.  During lunch, John found a live Mussel in the water.

After we ate, we loaded the remains of the picnic table and the shed onto the trailer and then went for a hike around the property.  We succeeded in finding the porcupine den by the water and determined that, by the amount of scat, it may have housed a family of porcupines. (Fresh scat was present)  Anne accidently got a porcupine quill stuck in her finger and explained that twisting the quill will allow it to come out.  We ventured out to a point of land and found and old rotting dock.  Alison found the top half of a turtle shell, and it was determined that it came from a Map turtle.  We found a large patch of Lycopodium dendroideum (a clubmoss) and looked at the nearby wetland area.  We climbed up to the top of a large cliff and looked out at the property and the lake.  At the bottom of the hill we looked at a butternut tree that had bitternut nuts underneath it, which made us question whether it was a butternut tree or if there was just a bitternut tree nearby.

Once we got back to the cars and were packing up, John saw a Grey Ratsnake sunning itself on a log over the water.  We did not hear many signs of wildlife other than a couple of chickadees and a grouse.  We drove to the edge of the property and locked the gate for the last time; the property is now closed off to cars.  Our cleanup was very successful, and we all had a great time on that warm October day.

